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Frank Drake, who conducted the first modern SETI experiment in 1960, continues 

his life-long interest in the detection of extraterrestrial sentient life. He participates 

in an on-going search for optical signals of intelligent origin, carried out with 

colleagues from Lick Observatory and the University of California at Berkeley, 

using the 40-inch Nickel telescope at Lick. Frank also continues to investigate 

radio telescope designs that optimize the chances of success for SETI (he proposed 

the plan used in the design of the Allen Telescope Array, based on some of his 

work of more than forty years ago.) Drake is a member of the National Academy 

of Sciences where he chaired the Board of Physics and Astronomy of the National 

Research Council (1989–92). He also served as President of the Astronomical 

Society of the Pacific. He was a Professor of Astronomy at Cornell University 

(1964–84) and served as the Director of the Arecibo Observatory. He is currently 

involved in "The Carl Sagan Center for the Study of life in the Universe" at 

the SETI Institute.  He is Emeritus Professor of Astronomy and Astrophysics [7] at 

the University of California at Santa Cruz where he also served as Dean of Natural 

Sciences (1984–88).  
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